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state appealed to the Supreme
Court of the U, 8. and that high
tribunal reversed the case with-
out prejudice to the railroads on
the ground that the valuation of
the properties had not been
properly established. It did not
say by its decision as itis com-
monly supposed by many people,
that a two-cent passenger fare|
is adequate is Missouri, or that‘

investors, large and small,
rather than by a few rich men|
in Wall Street or elsewhere.
Third, that hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars of the assets of

our old line life and fire insur-|

ance companies, savings banks,
benevolent associations, ete.,
are invested in railroad securities
and that when you destroy the

|are owned by nearly two million | freight rates, which in many in-

|stances are 40 per cent lower
'than those of adjoining states or
'numerous interstate rates which
|have received the approval of
the inter-State Commerce Com-
mission.

In the meantime, the recent
statements in the metropolitan
press to the effect that the rails
roads are asking for general ad-

present freight rates in this| ., 0 ¢ these securities you af-|vances of from 50 per cent to

state are fairly remunerative,

Had the railroads of Missouri|y;1q00g of Jife insurance policies true and misleading.

cared to do so, they could have
filed new suits the day after the
Supreme Court made its decision.

fect the welfare of millions of

{and bank depositors,
Fourth, that the railroads are|

225 per cent are of course un-
In the
'near future the public will be
informed of the exact request

of dollars into betterments
additional men at work in every
railroad shop in the state, in-
crease section gangs, improve
their road beds, install block
signals, buy new engines and
cars and otherwise inaugurate
anera of progress which will
enable us to make the most of
our agriculture, manufacturers,
mines, lumber and other in-
terests,

of state-wide improvement, thatlstimulus for every industry in
they will be able to put millions

and new existence, put many |

As matters, stand, numerous

the state?

The charge that the railroads
are merely pleading for relief
'against the abnormal conditions
produced by the European war
is not true, While the foreign
crisis has greatly intensified their
difficulties, the fact remains that
the present rates have been un-
remunerative for a number of
years and a readjustment would
have had to come anyway.

Missouri Should Stand for

Before the wonderful re-

And, yet, notwithstanding these
truths, for the last 25 years they
have been the favorite subject
of attack for countless political
opportunists whose abuse of
them has paved an easy road to
public office,

No other industry except the -

railroads could have withstood
the onslaught. However, the

fore the continual assault of the
elements, and so the time has
come when the railroads of Mis«
souri place their'fate oompletely
in the hands of the people—con-

fident in the belief that they will

very rocks finally give away be-
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appealed and won their case in bk pioneers—the giant pathfinders,
the trial court. Thereupon the A A | d the advance guards of progress,
j lic opimion, American ran]roadsmer mile and the same is true of| with a comprehensive program and prove a powerful added

the largest employers of labor, |which the railroads will make.
buyers of steel, fuel, lumber| As a general public is inclined
add other supplies and the|to view an increase of railroad
|largest taxpayers in the Nation, 'lmtes with exaggerated alarm.
and that for this reason they An increase of 10 per
constitute the very cornerstone!cent for instance, over rates in
of the Country’s prosperity. effect now on distance of be-
Fifth, that while the products | tween 500 and 1,000 miles would
of the farmer, the manufacturer lamount to between 8 mills and
the laboring man and all kinds|one cent on the average suit of
of materials have advanced in|clothes, 3 to4 mills on a pair of
cost by leaps and bounds during|shoes, less than one mill per
the last 20 years, the railroads|pound on meats, less than two
stand out as the one gigantic in- |mills per dozen on eggs, 121-2
dustry in the Nation which has|cents on a two-horse plow and|hundreds of thousands of dollars
not only not been permitted to|93 1-2 cents on a farm wagon—|more from numerous railroads
increase its rates, but compelled |and for hauls of less than from|than they pay to them for ser-
to continually reduce them. 500 to 1,000 miles the increase|vice, should they not be willing
The Situation In Missouri |Would be proportionately less.|to meet them half way in a fair|But investors will tot put their
Looking at the ‘matter from I8 there, therefore, anythingand equitable rate adjustment?|money into new Missouri lines if| ooat
purely a Missouri standpoint, the |about this problem which should|Qr, taking the state as a whole|we continue to advertise g.i ﬁg’ :

railroads in Missouri are paying
out more money in the state
than they colleet on Missouri
freight and passenger traffic. A
notable example of this is the
Missouri Pacific which, during
the last fiscal year, paid into the
state $1,128,126 in excess of its
total receipts on Missouri traffic
and which, but for its Inter-state
business, would have been forced
into the hands of a receiver long
ago. When the people of a
great state are actually receiving

sources of Missouri can be fully
developed we must not only
bring our present railroads up to
a8 high point of efficiency but
we must also build many new
lines and existensions into these
sections of the state where
farmers and local commerce and
industry are still inadequately
provided with transportation
facilities, The chief reason why
the farm lands of lowa and
Il[inms are valued so much high-
er than lands of fully as good |
quality in Missouri is because
those states have about double| Del
the railroad mileage found in
Missouri at the present time.|

see that justice is done to this
great industry which holds with-
in it the future welfare of the
commonwealth, To this end,

we appeal to every citizen in the

state who belies in the justice of

our plea to make his views
known to the different public
authorities whose daty it is to
deal with this great quuﬂon.»— b
(Paid Adv.) _ gifetay

Nl mﬂt Wm"'

Instead, however, they chose to
make the best of the situation.
They met with the Public Ser-
vice Commission at Jefferson
City and agreed to give the re-
duced rates a thorough trial—
and today, instead of going to
the courts for relief, they are
laying their troubles before the
people and the Commission with
full confidence in their sense of
fairness and in the belief that
they will be willing to grant
such an advance in rates as will
enable the railroads to continue
to give good serviee and to play
their great part in the further
development of the state.
Present Situation in a Nut Shell
Briefly speaking, the present
series of articles has sought to

estabiish the following facts: | time has come when the people|alarm or inspire the antagonism|if the railroads areé now return- |outer world that ' eapital cannet
First, that the closing of the|between giving the railroads|of the average citizen? |ing Dractically every dollar they|get a square deal withh

Enrupeunmmeymarkm. added |some substantial increase in| For every postage stamp ajreceive for service to the public | midst. Innuaddrm

to their already hea » | freight and passenger rates or|Missouri railroad ‘uses it must tnone way or another, should|before the C:

'_a‘f“i“a‘é‘l?alge ‘; %"ﬁ‘; sending a lot more of them into | haul a ton of coal five miles, anl not the people be willing to. give Jefferson Cit

gravest crisis in their the hands of receivers, There many similar examples could he|them & doilar aud ten cents W. B,

Md

isn't a single road in Missouri|shown, To give them adeguatk

and henee ﬂn recent : they now m a dol- | traet bhw'df

President Wi which isn’t losing money by!rates for the services they ren the additional tén cente| this as his veason for 1
Smd, thateﬁntnrr to pub- carrying passengers at two cmtslde: ineaus tlm ean s« wha rom disaster | b il _ipm.-urhu? ne:



